












I to Bring, Mh ow Chie to. Mary 


The Rosary is the ladder on which we climb swiftly and 
easily to heaven. Its faithful and fervent use has brought many 
souls safely there and daily brings still more. These lovely 
rosaries will help you pray in Mary's way. 


Hand chained, durable black rosaries on nickel chain, 


Small beads ............ $1.25 
Larger beads .......... $1.50 
Small beads on nickel-silver chain in lovely pastel shades .......... $1.25 


Fine cocoa-brown beads on silvered chain with orna- 
mented crucifix .......... $1.50 


Larger beads in various colors on silvered chain with 
ornamented crucifix, from $2.00 to $5.00 


Special: We have a very limited quantity of beautiful mother of pearl 
and pure crystal rosaries at $10.00 each, which would make 
ideal First Communion or wedding gifts. 
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Golden Links — A small black-bound, purse or pocket-sized prayer 
book, to suit almost any need. Contains the Ordinary 
of the Mass, Communion prayers, Litanies, Morning 
and Night prayers, ete. $1.25 
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These ready to frame pictures of the Sacred Heart by well- 
known artists, in photo-tone shades, will add much to your home, 
and draw upon your household the blessing of the Sacred Heart 
who has promised to reward as only He can the home where His 
image is honored. They are very suitable for the Enthronement 
ceremony. 


Sacred Heart of Jesus (full figure) by Von Oer .. 16 x 25 in. .... 50¢ 
Sacred Heart of Jesus (bust) by Von Oer ............ 11 x 14 in. .... 25¢ 
TWO GE TRUIIIAG oacccncccncetscccnsccincsspascctutncesctccasecéscns 17 x 24 in. .... 60¢ 
Lover of Mankind (with consecration) ................ 9 x 14 in. .... 20¢ 
Lover of Mankind (with consecration) ................ 3s id wm. «.. 186 
Sacred Heart Pleading (with consecration) ........ 8 x 12 in, .... 15¢ 


Order from: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Calendar for Map 
Ks” 
M4Y. the lovely month of our Heavenly Mother, finds all nature 


budding forth to join us as we unite with the whole Heavenly 
Court in honoring her and in proclaiming her Queen of the Universe 
on the newly established feast of her Queenship (31st). Lesser feasts 
in her honor include that of Our Lady of Fatima and Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament, both celebrated on the 13th; Mary, Help of Chris- 
tians, 24th; and Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Graces, on the 31st. 

We of the Church Militant shall unite with our Queen in celebrat- 
ing the feast of Our Lord’s glorious Ascension into Heaven (holyday of 
obligation) 19th, rejoicing with her in His victory over sin and death. 
The great Solemnity of Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, when 
Christ poured forth His Holy Spirit upon His disciples, occurs this 
year on the 29th. The Vigil of this feast is a day of fast and partial 
abstinence. Pentecost Monday and Tuesday are also observed with spe- 
cial solemnity. In keeping with this season of spring, we find the Ro- 
gation days (16th, 17th, and 18th) days of prayer set aside by Holy 
Mother Church to implore God’s protection and to invoke His blessing 
on the harvest; also to pray for priests. A procession is generally held 
in which the Litany of the Saints is chanted. ' 

The feast of the Finding of the Holy Cross (3d) recalls to mind 
St. Helena, who went in search of the true Cross. A miraculous cure 
indicated which of three crosses found by her was that of our Savior. 

The two great Apostles, Ss. Philip and James, hold first place on 
this month’s calendar. Both members of the chosen band of twelve, 
they were each found worthy to suffer martyrdom for the Name of Jesus. 

Several Popes are found among our May saints: On the 5th, St. 
Pius V of the Order of St. Dominic, to whom we owe the institution of 
the feast of the Most Holy Rosary celebrated on October 7th; on the 19th, 
St. Peter Celestine, of the Order of St. Benedict, a great lover of contem- 
plation; on the 25th, St. Gregory VII, and St. Urban I, the latter having 
also received the palm of martyrdom. St. Gregory, otherwise known 
as Hildebrand, is famous for his defense of the Church’s liberty during 
the llth century. On the 26th is commemorated St. Eleutherius; on 
the 27th, St. John I; and on the 30th, St. Felix, all Martyr-Popes. To 
the latter we owe the usage of placing the relics of saints in the altar 
stone. 

On the 2d we have St. Athanasius, Bishop, one of the four great 
Doctors of the Greek Church. St. Monica, Widow, patroness of all 
Christian mothers, claims the 4th. Her perseverance in prayer ob- 
tained the conversion of both her husband and her son, Augustine, who 
was later to become one of the greatest Doctors of the Church. The 
feast of St. John before the Latin Gate (6th) recalls the martyrdom of 


(Concluded on page 32) 
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May Is for Mary 


LTHOUGH the entire liturgical year brings the Virgin Mother 
of God continually to our minds through the celebration of her 
beautiful feasts, May, which is dedicated to her, has a special 
claim to our Marian devotions. For May is the month of new 

life; it signifies the passing of winter and gives promise of all the rich- 
ness and fulness, the maturity and gracious loveliness of late spring 
and summer. In May we see so clearly reflected the resurgence of life 
in nature; but it is only when May belongs to Mary that it can renew 
our spiritual life, for Mary is the key to the soul’s springtime. She is 
our Morning Star, our Mystical Rose, our Gate of Heaven. 

Love of Mary means love of Jesus, the very Fount of life and love 
and grace. To all who honor Mary, May means all it signifies; for 
beauty and truth, peace and joy, come to those who seek Jesus through 
the gateway of her most pure heart. The devotions we practice in 
honor of the glorious Virgin Mary, however trifling they may be, are 
very pleasing to her Divine Son, and He rewards them with eternal 
glory. These are the words of the great St. Teresa, who speaks from the 
experience of one who has climbed the ladder of sanctity. 

Fair with a beauty that no pen can describe nor human tongue 
can tell, Mary stands forth forever as the sublime ideal of all mankind. 
Sinless and stainless as she is we cannot be, for it is her glory to be 
peerless. But we can all be sinless within the measure of Divine grace 
accorded to us. Such God wants us to be, and it is for this reason He 
has given us in Mary such a brilliant example of virtue. 

Mary’s sinlessness is the ideal for all Christians, but particularly 
for those who are still in their youth. The time of youth is the spring- 
time of life—the time for planting and cultivating the flowers of virtue 
in one’s heart, for laying the foundations of a strong, noble and upright 
character. But to be successful in this undertaking, one must lay a 
good foundation; one must make sure of having the one essential vir- 
tue which is the basis of all. That virtue is purity of heart, and purity 
of heart can be retained only by the assistance of God’s grace, procured 
through devotion to our Blessed Mother Mary. 

“Turn, then, O most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward 
us!” This is the prayer that rises spontaneously to the lips of every 
true Catholic in time of need. That Mary can help us we know; that 
she will do so we have our own experience and that of the ages of the 
‘Church to assure us. Sinners, the dying, the despairing, have turned 
to her and found help and comfort; cities and nations, in times of pes- 
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Camera Clix Franz Ittenbach 


The Mother of Christ and Our Own Sweet Mother 


tilence, war, and other calamities, have invoked her and have been 
saved. The greater our need, the more certain is Mary’s help, and 
surely the need of the world for Mary’s help is very great in our times. 

The pure hands of Mary are a precious channel through which 
God bestows His graces on all His children, of whom she is the Mother. 
Let us beg her most earnestly to have pity on us, that in her maternal 
goodness she may allow us and the entire world to feel the effects of 
that incomparable favor which she has found with God. 


4 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 








Since the most certain proof we can give the Blessed Virgin of our 
love for her is the imitation of her virtues, let us always keep our eyes 
fixed on the perfect life of this tender Mother, and exert constant efforts 
to copy her actions, so that our lives may be remodeled after the ex- 
ample given by this sinless creature. 

If we celebrate May by assisting daily at Holy Mass and by fre- 
quently or daily receiving Holy Communion, by reciting the Rosary, 
especially the Family Rosary, and attending devotions in her honor, 
what blessings will not our Queen bestow upon us! Let but Mary, bear- 
ing the Divine Child in her arms, steal into our lives with her purity 
and gentleness, as the fresh May steals into the heart of Nature, and 
our hearts, too, will blossom forth in spiritual flowers of humility, 
obedience, and love. Peace will dwell in our souls, and throughout 
our lives, the love of Mary will be forever like a spring song in our 
hearts. 





Cor wo wre aaa) 
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Mary’s Day and Motber’s Day 


EAR to the Heart of every devoted child is Mother’s Day, ob- 
served annually on the second Sunday of May. On this day 
we are happy to give special tokens of love and gratitude to our 
Mothers, whether they be still in our midst or at home with God, 
and at the same time to emphasize the sacredness of motherhood 
and the obligations of filial piety. Flowers and gifts of all kinds 
are the usual mediums of conveying our congratulations and good 
wishes to Mother, but let us not forget that the best and most ap- 
preciated gift for a Catholic Mother is to offer Holy Mass and 
Communion for her on that day. This is a gift that will never 
fade, never tarnish nor grow old, but will be her guarantee of 
blessings to be enjoyed for all eternity. 


Dearer still to Catholic hearts is Mary’s Day, observed on the 
Saturday preceding Mother’s Day. How tender and how devoted 
should be our love for Mary, the Mother of mankind, and the 
solicitous Mother of each one of us! Surely, none but the most 
precious of gifts will be ours to our Heavenly Mother, to show 
our love, our veneration and our gratitude to her—the gift of 
Jesus, her own Divine Son, immolated upon the altar and the 
sweet Guest of our souls. But let us add to this priceless gift also 
some other tokens of our love: a garland of beautiful spiritual 
roses made up of the fifty Aves of the Rosary; a special visit to 
her altar in church, or a little altar erected at home, and adorned 
with lights and flowers; and a reconsecration of our life to her 
service. 


aa 
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Hail, Heavenly Queen! 


Shas 


HE Christian world hails with joy the feast of Mary’s Queenship, 
to be celebrated for the first time on May 3lst this year. In 
celebrating this liturgical feast in honor of our Queen, may we 
realize as never before the profound significance of that royal 

title which we have heretofore accorded Mary almost instinctively, 
guided by faith and reason, no less than by veneration and love. 

The Queenship of Mary has been recognized from the earliest 
ages of Christianity. From the first centuries of the Church, the faith- 
ful have addressed prayers and hymns of praise and supplications to 
her as Queen of Heaven. For generations, faithful Christians have 
been repeating those invocations in the Litany of Loreto which salute 
her with the title of Queen; have hailed her as Queen in the beautiful 
Antiphons, “Hail, Heavenly Queen” and “Rejoice, 0 Queen of Heaven,” 
and in the “Salve Regina”; and have kept before them the radiant re- 
membrance of her assumption into heaven and her coronation with a 
royal diadem by the Triune God, both in observing the feast of the 
Assumption and in meditating upon the fourth and fifth glorious mys- 
teries of the Rosary. 

It was not a question, then, of giving Mary a new title when Pope 
Pius XII instituted a liturgical feast honoring her Queenship at the 
close of the Marian Year of 1954. Rather, it was, as he himself de- 
clared, a desire “to have shine forth before the world’s gaze a truth 
which, in the present circumstances, is capable of remedying its ills, 
of freeing it from its anguish, and of leading it toward the way of sal- 
vation which it so anxiously seeks.” 
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Nor did our Holy Father intend to proclaim the Queenship of 
Mary a dogma of faith, since, he said, “the title and the arguments on 
which Mary’s royal dignity is based have at all times been clearly ex- 
pressed and are already contained as handed down long ago in the 
documents of the Church and in the books of the sacred liturgy.” 
He took care, however, to outline with precision, in an Encyclical letter 
entitled “Ad Celi Reginam” (“To the Queen of Heaven”), the teach- 
ings and traditions upon which Mary’s title of Queenship rests. Some 
quotations from this inspiring Encyclical will, we hope, accomplish his 
desire to renew in our souls the praises of our Heavenly Mother and 
encourage a more zealous filial devotion toward her, for our spiritual 
gain. 


Quotations from Encyclical on Mary’s Queenship 


“Since the Christian people, even long ago, rightly believed that 
she from whom was born the Son of the Most High, the One who ‘will 
reign in the House of Jacob forever,’ the ‘Prince of Peace,’ the ‘King 
of kings and the Lord of lords,’ has received singular gifts of grace 
over and above all other creatures, and since they took cognizance of 
the intimate connection between the Mother and the Son, they easily 
acknowledged the supreme royal dignity of the Mother of God. 


“Hence it is not astonishing that the ancient writers of the Church, 
basing their stand on the words of St. Gabriel the Archangel, who fore- 
told that Mary’s Son was going to reign forever, and on the words of 
Elizabeth who, reverently greeting her, praised ‘the Mother of my Lord,’ 
called Mary ‘the Mother of the King,’ and ‘the Mother of the Lord,’ 
thereby clearly signifying that, from the royal dignity of her Son, she 
has obtained eminence and outstanding position.” (The Holy Father 
then quotes briefly from some twelve ancient writers and doctors of 
the Church to show how they testified to the royal honor due to the 
Mother of God.) 

“The theologians of the Church,” he continues, “deriving their 
teaching from these and almost innumerable other testimonies handed 
down long ago, have called the Most Blessed Virgin the Queen of all 
creatures, the Queen of the world, and the Mistress of all things. And 
the supreme pastors of the Church have considered it their duty to ap- 
prove and advance by their own words of praise, the piety of the Chris- 
tian people toward the Heavenly Mother and Queen.” (Again the Holy 
Father cites several examples.) 

“Futhermore, the sacred liturgy, which is, as it were, a faultless 
mirror of the doctrine handed down from the elders and believed by 
the Christian people through the course of all the ages both in the East 
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and in the West, has sung the praises of the Heavenly Queen and con- 
stantly sings them... 


“Finally, art which is based upon Christian principles and is ani- 
mated by their spirit as something which faithfully interprets the sin- 
cere and freely expressed filial reverence of the faithful, since the Coun- 
cil of Ephesus portrays Mary as Queen and Empress, seated upon a 
royal throne adorned with the royal insignia, crowned with the royal 
diadem and surrounded by the host of the angels and saints in heaven, 
and ruling not only nature and its powers, but also over the machina- 
tions of Satan... 

“The Roman Pontiffs, favoring this devotion of the people, have 
often decorated with a crown, either personally or through representa- 
tives, the images of the Virgin-Mother of God which were already dis- 
tinguished by public veneration.” 


The basic principle upon which the royal dignity of Mary rests, 
said the Holy Father, is without doubt her Divine Maternity, and the 
first one who with heavenly voice announced Mary’s royal office was 
Gabriel the Archangel himself. But “the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is 
to be called Queen not only by reason of her Divine Maternity, but also 
because by the will of God she has had an outstanding part in the work 
of our eternal salvation... In accomplishing the work of Redemption, 
the Most Blessed Virgin Mary was certainly intimately associated with 
Christ... ‘As Christ is our Lord and King by a special title because 
He redeemed us, so the Blessed Virgin (is our Lady and Queen) be- 
cause of the unique way in which she has co-operated toward our re- 
demption by giving of her own substance, by offering Him willingly for 
us, and by desiring, praying for, and bringing about our salvation in a 
singular manner’ (quoting Suarez). 


“From this association of Mary with Christ the King in the labors 
of the Redemption, in His struggle against His enemies and in the vic- 
tory He won over them, she obtains a splendor and eminence surpassing 
the excellence of all created things. From this association with Christ 
comes the royal function by which she can dispense the treasures of 
the Divine Redeemer’s kingdom. Finally, from this association with 
Christ comes the unfailing efficacy of her maternal intercession with 
the Son and with the Father. There is no doubt whatsoever that the 
Most Holy Mary surpasses all created things in dignity and likewise 
that she has gained a primacy, after her Son, over all things. . . 


“In order to understand this most exalted grade of dignity which 
the Mother of God has obtained above all created things, we should 
recall that the holy Mother of God was, already in the first moment of 
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her conception, filled with such an abundance of graces as to surpass 
the grace of all saints. . . 

“Moreover, the Blessed Virgin has not only received the grade of 
excellence and perfection which is supreme after that of Christ Himself, 
but has also received some sharing of that efficacy by which her Son 
and our Redeemer is rightly and properly said to reign over the minds 
and wills of men. For if the Word of God performs miracles and gives 
grace through the Humanity He has assumed; if He employs the sac- 
raments and His saints as instruments for the salvation of souls, why 
should He not use His Mother’s office and efforts to bring us the fruits 
of the Redemption? 

“As Our predecessor of immortal memory, Pius IX, said: ‘Turning 
her maternal heart toward us and dealing with the affair of our salva- 
tion, she is concerned with the whole human race. Constituted by the 
‘Lord, Queen of heaven and earth, and exalted above all the choirs of 
angels and the ranks of the saints in heaven, standing at the right hand 
of her only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, she petitions most 
powerfully with her maternal prayers, and she obtains what she seeks. 
And she cannot fail.’ ... 

“Therefore, let all Christ’s faithful glory in the fact that they are 
subject to the rule of the Virgin-Mother of God, who both enjoys royal 
power and burns with a mother’s love...” 

After gathering from these various sources testimonies of the royal 
dignity possessed by the Blessed Virgin, the holy Father instituted the 
Feast of Mary as Queen to be celebrated throughout the entire world 
every year on May 31st, and commanded that on that day there be 
renewed the consecration of the human race to the Immaculate Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Upon this, he said, there is founded a 
great hope that there may arise an era of happiness that will rejoice 
in the triumph of religion and in Christian peace. And he added this 
glowing appeal for a fervent and loving veneration of Mary by all her 
children : — 

“Therefore, let all approach with greater confidence now than 
before to the throne of mercy and grace of our Queen and Mother to 
beg help in difficulty, light in darkness and solace in trouble and sorrow. 
And what is very important, let them strive to free themselves from the 
servitude of sin. Let them pay unswerving homage, mingled with the 
beauteous veneration of her children, to the royal scepter of that great 
Mother. May her shrines be filled with a multitude of people, and may 
her feasts be celebrated. May her Rosary be found in the hands of all. 
May she gather together small groups or great multitudes of Christ’s 
faithful in churches, in homes, in hospitals, and in prisons, to sing her 
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praises. May the name of Mary, which is sweeter than nectar and more 
precious than any jewel, be given the highest honor. Let no one speak 
vile words against that name, so majestically beautiful and venerable 
by her maternal grace. Such talk is the sign of a vile mind. And let 
no one dare say anything lacking in due reverence to her. 

“Let all strive vigilantly and strenuously to reproduce, each accord- 
ing to his own condition, in their own souls and in their own conduct, 
the exalted virtues of our heavenly Queen and our most loving Mother. 
And hence it will follow that those who are counted as Christians, hon- 
oring and imitating their Queen and Mother, will finally realize that 
they are truly brothers, and, spurning jealousies and immoderate de- 
sires, will promote social charity, respect the rights of the weak, and 
love peace. And let no one consider himself a child of Mary to be 
taken readily under her most powerful protection, unless, according to 
her example, he practices justice, meekness and chastity, and devotes 
himself to true brotherhood, not harming or hurting anyone, but rather 
helping and consoling. . .” 

In these words our Holy Father gives us clear directives for the 
veneration of our Heavenly Mother and Queen and for the observance 
of the Feast of her Queenship, as well as of all her feasts. Following his 
guidance throughout the month of May, may we bring to the celebration 
of her Queenship feast, hearts burning with love and souls purified from 
sin, disposed to receive from her bountiful hands the riches of heavenly 
graces of which she has been made the dispenser. 


A Treasured Possession 


“Dear Sisters,” writes a subscriber, “I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for the Scheyern Cross. Little did I know that it 
was a small image of the relic of the True Cross in the monastery at 
Scheyern, and that it has touched and been blessed with the holy relic. 
To me this is my most precious possession. I just could not believe my 
eyes, and you can judge what it meant to think that you have something 
so precious. When you have great faith and love your Maker, I think 
you can understand how I felt when receiving this Cross. To part with 
it seems impossible; never could I have received anything more beauti- 
ful. And now I would like to send another $2.25 for the monthly 
magazine to an old lady. I showed her my Cross, and to see her would 
have made your heart glad. I offered her the Cross, but she would not 
take it, because I guess she knows there are some things that you do 
not take from those you love. So if you still have the Cross to go with 
the magazine, would you kindly send one to her...” 

During May, we shall again offer a Scheyern Cross as a premium 
for each new subscription to ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,” in honor of 
the feast of the Holy Cross on May 3d. 
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A Glimpse of Glory 
Kes 
LTHOUGH inferior in rank to Easter, the feast of the Ascension 


marks the ultimate triumph of Our Lord in His work of Re- 

demption. On this day was fulfilled in its plenitude the plea 

of Christ to His Heavenly Father, “Father, glorify Thy Son 
that Thy Son may glorify Thee” (John 17:1). For on the triumphal 
day of His Ascension, Jesus, the Firstborn among the children of men 
—and in His Person, our poor human nature—was raised to an incom- 
parable dignity at the right hand of the Father. 

This feast gives us, as it were, a glimpse of the glory of heaven. 
However, our feeble human minds, even though they were endowed 
with the highest intelligence, could not, without the aid of faith, form 
the slightest conception of the splendor of the heavenly court that wel- 
comed the Sacred Humanity of Christ and enthroned Him in glory 
everlasting. Yet human language, in its stuttering way, attempts to 
describe the glory of Christ, in order to raise the hearts and minds of 
men heavenward and fill them with longing for that vision of brightness 
which will be their beatitude for all eternity. 

Without doubt the greatest bliss of the elect in heaven, after the 
vision of the Godhead, is the vision, knowledge and love of the glorified 
Humanity of Jesus. Endowed by the Holy Spirit with keenness of su- 
pernatural vision surpassing that of ordinary mortals, theologians have 
portrayed for us some of the joys that flood the souls of the blessed in 
contemplation of that glory which the Heavenly Father has prepared 
for His only-begotten Son, who for our salvation became man and en- 
dured untold sufferings and humiliations for our sake. 

The saints in glory rejoice to see Christ in the very exercise and 
enjoyment of those prerogatives which the Scriptures reveal to us here 
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below in the dim light of faith. They behold Him face to face as the 
Sovereign Lord, to whom all power has been given in heaven and on 
earth; as the King of Glory, before whom all knees bow at the men- 
tion of His Name; as the Alpha and Omega—the Beginning and the 
End of all things; as the Strong God, the Father of the world to come, 
the Supreme Judge to whom the Father has given the judgment of all 
creatures. 

They marvel at the brightness of His sacred glorified Wounds 
—shining with a brilliance seventy times brighter than the sun; and 
through them they recognize the excess of His love and mercy, which 
purchased them so dearly. They see and understand how, from His 
humiliations, His sufferings, His Wounds and His Blood, mercy and 
grace and salvation have flowed to souls. They behold with rapture 
their names indelibly engraven in His hands and in His Heart. 


The saints rejoice especially to see How marvelously Christ has 
been exalted and rewarded for the humiliations and sufferings He en- 
dured for the salvation of mankind here below: Having lived in pov- 
erty and privation, He now reigns as the Lord of all creation. 
Mocked and despised as the most abject of men, He is now crowned 
with honor and glory and seated on a throne at the right hand of the 
Majesty of God. A man of sorrows, He is now inebriated with the 
fulness of joy. His Face, once defiled with blood and spittle, now 
shines as the sun and reflects the splendor of His Father’s Majesty. 
Having yielded to death upon the wood of the Cross, He is now living, 
the Firstborn among the dead, the Victor over death and sin and hell, 
the King of life, radiant with everlasting glory. And the contemplation 
of the happiness which their King and Lord enjoys increases a thou- 
sandfold their own happiness. 

Let us, then, on the feast of the Ascension, lift our hearts heaven- 
wards and contemplate that kingdom of glory and bliss, and be en- 
couraged in the thought that we too are destined one day to reign there 
with Christ and His saints and angels. In the measure that we have 
been companions and partakers of His sufferings and trials on earth, 
we shall be companions and partakers of His bliss, His triumph in 
heaven. For, as St. Paul tells us, “If we are sons (of God), we are 
heirs with Christ, provided, however, we suffer with Him that we may 
also be glorified with Him” (Rom. 8:17). 

Yes, if we “live temperately and justly and piously in this world, 
rejecting ungodliness and worldly lusts” (Titus 2:12), the bliss and 
glory of Jesus, the Head of the Mystical Body, of which we are mem- 
bers, will one day be our own bliss and beatitude; we shall live and 
reign with Him and in Him and through Him for all eternity. 
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Novena 
to the 
Holy Spirit 


May 19 to 28 





HESE nine days of prayer in honor of the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
forter and Sanctifier, are called by the Church the “Great Novena.” 
Commanded by Our Lord Himself, when He told His Apostles to re- 
main together in prayer until they had received the power from on 
high, it has been held‘ in universal veneration by the Church at all times 
and was richly indulgenced by Pope Leo XIII, who decreed its annual 


observance in all parish churches. 


In our five sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration: at Clyde, Missouri; 
Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; and San 
Diego, California, we shall conduct this Novena as a homage of love, 
thanksgiving and petition to the Holy Spirit, in supplication for the 
needs of the Church, for world peace, and for the needs, both spiritual 
and temporal, of all those who wish to join us in making it. 

Intentions mailed to the Motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri, will be 
placed on the Exposition Altar, and may the Spirit of Love grant us all 
an increasing and abundant share in His gifts and graces, especially 
those of a more courageous Faith, a more undaunted Hope and a more 
ardent Love! 


Perhaps never before in the world’s history has there been such 
urgent need of the Holy Spirit. The times in which we live are ex- 
tremely critical, and our very existence hangs in the balance as the 
threat of nuclear war becomes ever more imminent. Moreover, the 
tide of wickedness has risen to such heights that the Justice of God 
must call a halt if the world continues in its mad rush toward the abyss 
of immorality and godlessness. His repeated warnings, given in many 
instances through the Blessed Virgin Mary, are not being heeded to the 
extent required to avert the calamities which threaten us. But His 
Divine Heart, reluctant, as it were, to wield the chastening rod, still 
offers mercy and pardon on the most generous terms if only people will 
turn to Him in love and repentance. And the saddest thing of all is 
that even in this “enlightened” age, there are millions and millions of 
souls who neither know nor love Him. 
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Let us pray, then, with redoubled fervor, that the Holy Spirit will 
come and dispel the darkness of sin and ignorance enshrouding so 
many souls; that He will fill them with His Wisdom and Love, with 
Understanding and Counsel, with Fortitude and Piety, with Knowledge 
and Fear of the Lord. 


The Beauty of the Holy Spirit 


HERE is a freshness and power about the Feast of Pentecost 

which time cannot dim. No matter how often we think of this 

glorious descending of the Third Person of the Trinity upon 

the Apostles, we find in it new wonders, new aspects, a new 
beauty which leaves us breathless, just as the mighty wind and the ton- 
gues of flame must have left the Apostles breathless and awed in the 
Upper Room so long ago. 

The Prince of the Apostles, St. Peter, never forgot this day; and 
his description of the Holy Spirit, written many years after the event, 
is beautiful and unexpected. He says: “The Holy Ghost being sent 
down from heaven, on whom the angels desire to look.” The very angels 
long for the sight of the Holy Spirit, whose beauty fills them with rap- 
turous joy. It is the same Spirit who fulfils the craving of men’s hearts 
for beauty, while kindling in them a further longing. The angelic 
choirs are animated by the Holy Spirit just as are the children of men. 
He is the bond of union between choir and choir in the heavenly king- 
dom, and those mighty intelligences find in Him their common center. 
Should not the thought that the Holy Spirit, who is the Glory of the 
angels and fills with His breath the immense angelic worlds, is also our 
Spirit, give us cause for endless joy? 

In this statement of St. Peter’s there is evident the greatness and 
exaltation of our Christian life; for it is a brief revelation of what St. 
Peter himself, whom the older Catholic writers love to call the “Son 
of the Dove,” knew and felt on the glorious day of Pentecost. Very 
little is said, as we know, of the feelings of the Twelve on that occasion, 
and we cannot but wonder how each one was affected in the depths of 
his soul at that moment. And, marveling, we ask: What did the Blessed 
Mother of God feel? It was her second great communion with the 
Holy Spirit: the first time He had come down upon her, she had con- 
ceived the Son of God. Now there was this crowning exhilaration of 
her heart in the Spirit, when she became the Mother of the Church. 
St. Peter’s phrase gives us to see, at least, that he was made conscious 
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of a transformation in himself, wrought by the same Spirit who makes 
of the heavenly hierarchies one mighty army of love. It would be in 
keeping with his position as head of the Church for him to be granted a 
very special understanding of that great unity which makes of all the 
elect, angels and men, one complete mystical Body of Christ. For one 
and the same Spirit vivifies us all, from the simplest Christian on 
earth to the highest Seraph before the throne of God. This is our true 
supernatural quality: there could be no greater community of spirit 
than this. All other gifts, even the gifts of grace itself, are modified 
by the vessel that receives them. An angelic spirit has sanctifying 
grace in a way conformable to his lofty nature. Not so with the gift 
of the Spirit Himself! He is received unmodified and comes as God 
alone can. He is to the angels what He is to us; He is to us what He 
is to them: a reality of transcending beauty and power. 


This characteristic of the Holy Spirit to be in us and yet above us 
is manifested in the Church here on earth, wherein there always re- 
mains some power which transcends the graces and gifts of individual 
Christians, which are, after all, personal, never universal. What saint 
or group of saints, however exalted, could claim that they are the full 
expression of the mystery of Christ or of the will of God? Peter will 
differ from Paul, John will differ from Peter and Paul, though all three 
be giants in charity. But there is one uniformity before which everyone 
yields, the community of the Holy Spirit. The Church can truly say 
as she does: “It has seemed good to us and to the Holy Ghost” (Acts 
15:28). An astonishing claim, but it is Catholicism, and it is the 
origin of that Christian refinement which makes us speak humbly of 
even our greatest virtues, and ready always to bring our works into 
conformity with something higher—the will of the Holy Spirit. 


St. Peter himself is a beautiful instance of this surrender to the 
Spirit. It is in his dealings with the first converts from paganism— 
Cornelius and his household—that we see him at his best as the true 
“Son of the Dove.” “And when I had begun to speak,” (he tells us in 
the Acts of the Apostles) “the Holy Ghost fell upon them, as upon us 
also in the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how 
He said: ‘John indeed baptised with water, but you shall be baptised 
with the Holy Ghost.’ If, then, God gave them the same grace as to us 
also who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that could with- 
stand God?” (Acts 11:15-17.) These last words are Peter through and 
through. His own gifts, his own work, what are they? He feels like 
one who is nothing in the presence of the supreme power of the Holy 
Spirit, who is poured out alike on Jew and Gentile, on man and angel. 

It is this Spirit of Pentecost with His gifts who shapes the souls 
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of the elect, and endows them with their manifold and diverse graces 
and gifts. Yet the Spirit Himself who is sent from heaven is one, 
because He is infinite. He make use of all the gifts which He has im- 
parted, as a great artist might play on a variety of instruments which 
he had made with his own hands. The oneness of the Church is the 
manifest sign of that Spirit who transcends all spirits. Indeed, it 
would not be possible for the Church to possess unity if the Divine 
Spirit were not present, as the diversity of created spirits would lead 
to dissension rather than conformity. And so, when we look at the 
great army of Christians down through the ages, each one fighting 
bravely according to the spirit that is in him, let us not forget that 
above all the scintillating array of spiritual arms and armor there is 
one weapon which is not put into the hands of any man, the weapon 
of the Spirit himself. Captained by this Spirit who knows all spirits, 
who holds all things in His hands, and who alone has unlimited vision 
and power, the soldiers of Christ march on to that victory which is 
foretold and certain. 

Adapted from “The Spirit and the Bride” 

By Dom Anscar Vonier O.S.B. 


A Glorious Day for the 
Sanctuary of Christ the King 


Shas 


ve! Rex Gioriae! Ave!” — “Hail, King of Glory, Hail!” This 

inscription in large gleaming letters greets the eye as it spans 

the two rear pillars which support the baldachin of the new 

Exposition Altar of our Perpetual Adoration Chapel of Christ 
the King in Tucson, Arizona. They express the exultant joy that is 
ours, and which we wish to share with our readers, in the solemn 
Consecration ceremony which took place on March 21st, whereby this 
Sanctuary of prayer was in a greater and deeper sense dedicated to 
Divine Worship and to the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. The Consecration ceremony, which was carried out by His Ex- 
cellency, the Most Reverend Daniel J. Gercke, Bishop of Tucson, assisted 
by priests and attendants, began at 6 A.M. and lasted five hours. It 
included the holy Sacrifice of Mass and Benediction. As the ceremony 
progressed, the nave and gallery were filled with laity who have so 
eagerly kept many hours of Adoration in the Chapel. Many received 
Holy Communion during the Mass, though the hour was very late. 
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The new High Altar and Exposition Throne, so long desired 


The solemn Consecration of a place of worship is one of the great 
sacramentals of the Church, and deep significance is attached to it. 
\ 
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The ritual requires the Bishop and those requesting the Consecration 
to prepare for it by a fast on the preceding day. The evening before, 
Matins and Lauds are recited in the Chapel where the Relics of the 
Martyrs which are to be placed in the altar are reserved. These Hours 
were prayed by the Bishop and his clergy together with the Sisters of 
the Community. An all-night vigil was also kept, as prescribed. 

Before beginning the Consecration, the Bishop implores grace wor- 
thily to fulfil the solemn act which he is about to undertake, by reciting 
with the clergy the Seven Penitential Psalms and the Litany of the 
Saints. Then, after blessing holy water, they encircle the outside of the 
church three times, sprinkling first the upper portion, then the lower, 
and finally the middle, invoking the Blessed Trinity and imploring that 
all evil spirits may be banished and that peace may abide in this House 
of God. This threefold sprinkling, recalling the threefold immersion 
of Baptism customary in the early ages of Faith, is the “Baptism” of 
the church, whereby it is purified. 

After entering the church, the Bishop intones the “Veni Creator,” 
to ask the Holy Spirit to come and make His dwelling therein and sanc- 
tify it. After the Litany of the Saints a second time, and the Bene- 
dictus, the Bishop inscribes the Greek and Latin Alphabets in ashes 
sprinkled in transverse lines from the rear to the front of the church. 
This recalls the instructions in all the elements of the Faith given to 
catechumens, since all words are formed from the alphabet, and in 
Christ and in His Church is found all wisdom. 


The blessing of ashes, salt, water and wine for Gregorian Water 
and the consecration of the high altar in a long ceremony follows. The 
Bishop then sprinkles the interior walls three times, whilst psalms and 
antiphons are sung. He blesses the mortar to cement into the sepulchre 
of the altar the silver box containing the holy Relics. These are brought 
in solemn procession, with incense and lighted candles, and sealed in 
the Altar, the cavity and container being anointed with holy chrism in 
the form of five crosses, and incensed. The door of the church is next 
signed with three crosses, whilst the Bishop prays, “In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, may this temple be 
blessed, sanctified and consecrated.” The altar table is anointed with 
holy oils in the form of a cross at the center, and at each corner, as 
well as at the juncture of the mensa and stipes, in the midst of prayers, 
psalms and incense. 


At length the twelve crosses painted on the walls of the church are 
anointed, each cross being incensed also three times. This anointing 
is the “Confirmation” of the church. The Altar, which symbolizes 
Christ the Head, has been sanctified, and now the Body is made holy. 
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Grains of incense and wax tapers in the form of a cross are burned 
upon the altar as a reminder that Christ offers Himself as an odor of 
sweetness to God upon it. The ceremony concludes with a long Preface. 
Then follows the holy Sacrifice of Mass, which is, as it were, “the First 
Communion” of the newly-consecrated church. 

Those who have been privileged to witness the consecration of a 
church can scarcely express their surprise at the great number and 
variety of ceremonies, anointings, benedictions and prayers employed. 
The object of all these is to render the church holy and sacred, to make 
it a temple worthy of the sublime and holy Sacrifice offered therein to 
the Most High, and to hallow and consecrate the Altar whereon the 
spotless Lamb of God is slain in a mystical manner for the sins and 
transgressions of the people. 

Hallowed and consecrated in the Name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; anointed with holy oil and sacred chrism; 
blessed by being sprinkled with holy water and incensed with frankin- 
cense; sanctified repeatedly by the Sign of the Cross, and finally by the 
oblation of the Holy Sacrifice, certainly all reverence is due to a conse- 
crated church, wherein God dwells in a special way by His Divine 
Presence and in the Eucharisti¢ Mystery. Truly is the church called 
“the House of God,” where He abides, continually surrounded by 
countless hosts of angels, who serve Him, who worship Him, who praise 
Him, who offer Him our prayers. With holy Jacob, we cry out in the 
opening words of the Mass of the Dedication: “How terrible is this 
place! This is none other but the House of God and Gate of Heaven!” 

The prayers which are offered in a consecrated church are of spe- 
cial efficacy by reason of the repeated supplications made to God by the 
Bishop “that from the lofty throne of His glory, He will be pleased 
graciously to hear the prayers of all who come to pray in this place.” 
Thus the Collect of the Mass on the day of Dedication reads: “O God, 
who invisibly upholdest all things, and yet for the salvation of man- 
kind dost visibly show the signs of Thy power, glorify this temple with 
the might of Thy indwelling, and grant that all who shall come hither 
to entreat Thy mercy, from the midst of whatsoever tribulation they 
may call upon Thee, may obtain the benefit of Thy heavenly conso- 


lation. . .” 


“The Gem of Arizona” 


During the months previous to the Consecration of the Chapel 
of Christ the King, the interior was repainted and decorated and the 
new permanent Altar of Exposition erected. This altar of Italian 
marble stands upon a predella approached by three steps, on the risers 
of which are inscribed the words: Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus. The 
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altar is surmounted by a dome, or baldachin, supported by four pillars, 
in honor of the sovereign Majesty of the King of kings who is there 
enthroned. The Blessed Sacrament, reposing on the podium in the 
beautiful large monstrance, for which so many of our dear friends gave 
old gold and jewelry, is the center of the Chapel. 

Painted in the ceiling of the apse is a flowering vine which seems to 
have its roots, as it were, in the Blessed Sacrament. This vine branches 
out into countless smaller branches, all bearing flowers—symbolic of 
the virtues of a Christian life—all of which turn to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment as the sunflower to the sun. The original motif is found in the 
Church of St. Clement in Rome, with the vine and branches stemming 
from the Holy Cross, from whose vivifying streams spring the Seven 
Sacraments. These are depicted in the upper part of the apse of our 
Chapel, encircled by a rainbow, God’s Covenant of Peace. 

Reminiscent of the Transfiguration is the symbolic Hand of God the 
Father reaching out of the blue heavens and seeming to point to the 
Blessed Sacrament, indicating “His Beloved Son,” while the Holy Spirit, 
depicted on the inner side of the baldachin, overshadows Jesus in a 
bright cloud. A symbolic crown honors Christ the King, to whom the 
Chapel is dedicated. Other details might be added, but these will give 
the reason why this beautiful Chapel was called by one priest “The Gem 
of Arizona.” 


Fitted together in Charity 


May we conclude in the words of St. Augustine: “First and fore- 
most let us give thanks to the Lord our God, from whom is every best 
and perfect gift; let us praise His goodness with joyous hearts, for He 
brought His faithful people to raise to Him this House of Prayer, by 
visiting their hearts, stirring up their devotion and strengthening them 
with His aid. He inspired the desire before it was yet in their will 
and aided the good will, once conceived, to accomplish the act.” Thus 
has this Chapel of Perpetual Adoration been “fitted together in charity” 
through the material gifts of many benefactors (to whom we again ex- 
press our deepest gratitude) combined with the energetic, sacrificial 
labor of our five communities of the Congregation of Clyde. To con- 
tinue in the words of St. Augustine: “And since He never suffers good 
works to be fruitless in His sight, He will grant to His faithful... the 
reward due for what is achieved.” How great cause have we to thank 
our God for this Sanctuary which He has caused to be raised to the 
honor of Christ the King, and which He has still more honored by the 
Perpetual Adoration and Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
“Now to the King of Ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen!” 
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Fifty Fruitiul Vears 
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HB lTY golden years have now been rounded out since 

_ “Tabernacle and Purgatory” entered upon its mission 
of spreading the “good tidings” of God’s mercy and love, 
particulary in the Holy Eucharist. During the past twelve 
months we have presented a brief survey of its spiritual apos- 
tolate, so that our dear friends and readers might form some 
estimate of the work that has been accomplished through 7 
their kind co-operation. 

As we cast a final glance over the past, our hearts swell 
anew with gratitude to God and our benevolent patrons—in 
heaven and on earth—who during these fifty years have 
helped to make “Tabernacle and Purgatory” fruitful in bless- 
ings for souls. And especially are we grateful to those who 
by their prayers and sacrificial gifts have helped our Congre- 
gation to expand and to extend its Eucharistic apostolate |; 
into four other dioceses besides that of St. Joseph, in which | 
the Motherhouse is established. May God bless and reward 


them eternally as only He can do! 





Looking to the Future 


Among the deities venerated in ancient pagan Rome was 
Janus—a god having two faces, one turned toward the past 
and the other toward the future. The month of January was 
fittingly dedicated to him—the guardian of gates and door- 
ways, and hence of all beginnings. 

At the beginning of this 5lst year of “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” we are graphically reminded of this deity (at least 
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‘*That in all things God may be glorified!”’ 











in symbol) as we view the golden past and scan the future which lies be- 
fore us, shrouded in mystery. And as at the beginning of every new 
year, the question forces itself upon us: What does the future hold in 
store for “Tabernacle and Purgatory”? 

Doubtless the answer to that question depends upon many factors. 
We know, of course, that we can rely unfailingly upon God’s loving 
Providence, in the future as in the past. But there are other factors 
upon which we cannot rely so confidently, for they involve human ele- 
ments which are always changeable and uncertain. Foremost among 
these, perhaps, is the material support and patronage necessary for 
the successful publication of a magazine. We entered upon our Golden 
Jubilee Year with the buoyant hope that our subscription list would 
be doubled during this year, by the co-operation of our readers. But 
perhaps we were a bit too optimistic and not sufficiently realistic in 
our hopes. For alas, the end of the year finds us far from having at- 
tained that goal, in spite of the fact that some of our readers sent us a 
number of new subscriptions and we ourselves tried to help the cause 
along by sending out many letters and sample copies. What, then, 
shall we do? Sit down and weep because our hopes have been frus- 
trated? That might afford some human satisfaction, but would be of 
little benefit to our cause. 

We know from experience that to employ agents is unsatisfactory 
in many ways, chiefly because of the high percentage of the subscrip- 
tion price which they must claim as remuneration. Advertising rates 
are very high, and are scarcely warranted by the returns which they 
bring. May we, then, make another fervent appeal to the good will of 
our readers? We realize that it can be a real mortification for some 
people to solicit subscriptions to a magazine. Yet this would be a 
priceless service to us, and we know that God will bless and repay 
any trouble taken by anyone to this end; for the magazine is doing His 
work, and anything you do for its welfare is really done for Him. 

Besides, this is Mary’s month, and aren’t you perhaps looking for 
ways to show your love for her? How would it be, then, if each sub- 
scriber—or better, each reader of this issue— were to make an effort 
to get just one new subscription? Surely that would not be too difficult 
and think what the results would mean toward building up the future 
of “Tabernacle and Purgatory”! 












































Who knows what an endless chain of good may be accomplished, 
as the years go on, by introducing “Tabernacle and Purgatory” into 
just one more home? It may be the instrument of bringing a soul or 
souls back to the sacraments and to the life of grace, and so to eternal 
happiness in heaven. It may inspire a priestly or religious vocation, 
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with all the resultant good that will follow. It may help a convert to 
a better understanding and appreciation of the new-found treasure of 
his religion. Or it may help the parents to rear their family in a more 
religious and God-fearing way. And in all this you will have a share, 
and will merit a reward for all eternity. 

Our heartfelt thanks and our prayers of gratitude go out in ad- 
vance to all who will render us this most effective aid in our Eucharistic 
apostolate by helping to increase the circulation of our magazine. May 
God love and bless you! 


Purgatory 


A Theology for the People, by Rev. Martin J. Scott, S. J. 


OW many of us die without stain of sin? Yet only such may 
enter heaven! And the rest of us? Thank God there is a pur- 
gatory! Purgatory is the place where souls are purified after 
death by suffering for a time punishments due for mortal or 

venial sins whose guilt has been remitted. 

To understand the doctrine of purgatory aright, we must know 
that sin is twofold, mortal and venial. Also,. we should understand 
that after the guilt of sin is remitted by repentance and absolution, 
there may remain a chastisement for sin. 

When the guilt of mortal sin is remitted, it means that our eternal 
inheritance, forfeited by that sin, is restored. By the remission of the 
guilt of mortal sin, we regain our title to be the children of God and 
to eternal life. But although this title is restored to us by the remission 
of the guilt of sin, there may remain the temporal punishment due to 
transgressions of God’s law. For example, a man may receive a serious 
wound from a pistol or sword. By the skill and attention of the surgeon, 
the wound is kept from being fatal, the man’s life is saved. But, al- 
though the fatality is removed, there may remain certain temporary 
effects of the wound, pain, incapacity, etc. 

It is so with sin. By the instrumentality of God’s grace and the 
sacraments, the wound of the soul inflicted by mortal sin is healed, but 
there may remain certain effects or penalties afterwards. These tem- 
poral consequences of sin may be satisfied for by patience, penance, 
prayer, etc., here, or by purgatorial punishment hereafter. Of course 
God may remit guilt and chastisement together, but ordinarily He does 
not, as in the case of David’s sin. 

Some people commit grievous sin and never make any atonement 
for it here except the confessional penance. That penance is assigned 
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by the priest in hopes that if properly performed with the rightful dis- 
positions, it may satisfy God for the transgressions committed. But 
it may not entirely do so. Unless our sacramental penance is supple- 
mented by good works and penances of our own, we may have to satis- 
fy for sin hereafter. 

Futhermore, there are lesser sins which we call venial, and which 
we often overlook or fail to have contrition for. These venial sins do 
not kill the soul; that is, they do not destroy our title to eternal life 
with God, but they tarnish the soul, make it torpid in well-doing, and 
in various ways do hurt it. If one dies with venial sin on one’s soul, 
they must be removed before the soul’s entrance into heaven, for 
nothing defiled can enter there. Purgatory, therefore, is the place as- 
signed by God for the satisfying of the temporal punishment due to sin, 
after the guilt has been remitted. 

Anyone who has had experience of life must realize that some 
people consider mortal sin lightly, and venial sin as a trifle. But sin 
is so serious that, to atone for it, Christ died on the Cross. If that 
does not show the dreadfulness of sin, it is not God’s fault, but the 
sinner’s. Moreover, during life God is in various ways calling the 
sinner to repentance. If the call is not heeded here, the chastisements 
of the next world will be the consequence. 

God, who freely and eagerly seeks to forgive the repentant sinner, 
is ever standing at the gate of the heart, and knocking and crying out 
so as to actuate the sinner to complete repentance and consequent for- 
giveness. But some go on and on, hardening their hearts against God’s 
appeal. Yet God’s mercy is so great that while there is life there is 
hope, and it may be that only on his death-bed does the sinner repent. 

Even so, God receives him and forgives him if he is truly sorry; 
but, as the time of doing penance is about at an end, the chastisement 
will be meted out to his soul in purgatory, unless, by some miracle of 
grace, the sinner has satisfied the temporal debt of sin by extraordinary 
intensity of contrition and love of God, or by gaining a plenary indul- 
gence fully. 

Without the doctrine of purgatory, the death-bed conversion would 
in many cases be very hard to reconcile with the justice of God. But 
with purgatory, we may feel sure that those who die in the right sen- 
timents will be saved, even though it be by a prolonged purgatory. 

God’s mercy is furthermore shown by His allowing us to pray for 
the souls of our dear ones in purgatory and assuring us that we can 
help them. Although not yet with the blessed in heaven, they are friends 
of God. They died in His grace and are but awaiting purification to 
enter into His glory. They are, as it were, at the gates of heaven, which 
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will not be opened to them until there is no spot nor stain on their 
baptismal robes. 

By the Communion of Saints, they are a part of the Mystical Body 
of Christ, His Church, and as in a body one part can help another, so 
we may help them. By our prayers and good deeds offered for them, 
we may hasten the opening of the gates. And the blessed thing is that, 
while so helping them, we are sanctifying ourselves. 

Purgatory, therefore, in God’s designs, not only purifies the souls 
detained there, but also helps sanctify the living by the performance of 
good works for the faithful departed. How wonderful are the ways 
of God! When we see His dispensations aright, they show how truly 
He is our Father in Heaven. 

eee 

Let us, then, make good use of this month of May for the benefit 
of the poor souls. Let us beg our Blessed Savior to take countless 
numbers of them with Him, when He ascends gloriously to His Father 
and theirs. And let us ask the clement Queen of Purgatory, Mary, 
whose Heart yearns after these imprisoned children of hers, to intercede 
for them, that soon they may form part of her blessed court in heaven. 


“Like Mother — Like Daughter!” 


Shas 


E who are fortunate enough to live in an age which has been 
called the “age of Mary,” and who have experienced the rare 
privilege of a Marian Year devoted to making us better ac- 
quainted with the graces and prerogatives of our Queenly 

Mother so as to be drawn closer to her, must surely be aware of the 
compelling and radiant purity of her Immaculate Heart. It is this 
quality in particular which has drawn the hearts of all men to her down 
through the ages. She is the “Lovely Lady,” the “Crystal Mirror,” 
and, as the great English poet wrote of her, “Our tainted nature’s soli- 
tary boast.” 

What is true of the Mother, is true in like manner of her daugh- 
ters. In them, also, there is no quality more compelling, more appeal- 
ing, than a stainless innocence, a guarded and lovely purity. How- 
ever, it must be sadly admitted that there is no virtue today more dis- 
regarded, more endangered. Again and again, troubled and anxious 
bishops and priests have sounded the warning, begging their people, 
especially the young, to realize and react against the countless snares 
set for this most beautiful of virtues. On August 20th of last year, 
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our Holy Father himself directed all bishops, priests and religious to 
“wage a persuasive and assiduous fight against the plague of immodest 
fashions,” which so besets our age and is one of the most obvious and 
dangerous of these snares. 

When our Blessed Mother told the children at Fatima in 1917 that 
“certain fashions will be introduced which will offend Our Lord very 
much,” she was foreseeing and warning us against the paganism and 
corruption which govern the choice of modern “fashions.” These seem 
to have been designed for no other purpose than to induce those who are 
foolish and cowardly enough to adopt them, to lose all sense of modesty 
and decency. Thus the way is paved for the collapse of all moral values 
and the consequent loss of faith and religion. 

Parents have a serious responsibility in this matter, more serious 
than many of them realize. For it is up to them to instill into their 
children, from their babyhood, a sense of modesty; if children lack this 
precious sense, they will have no standard to guide them as they grow 
up, and will only “follow the crowd” on to every excess of immodesty. 
It is the parents who must give our modern young people these stand- 
ards, urging them to take Mary Most Pure as their model and ideal by 
imitating her virtues and consecrating themselves, soul and body, to 
her Immaculate Heart. Then as their sons and daughters grow up, 
modesty will be a very part of them and will permeate their lives with 
its lovely fragrance. These children will not be slaves to every fashion 
dictator, but will dare to be different, will choose Mary as their model 
and wear only clothes in which they would not be ashamed to meet 
her, should this gracious Lady walk into their homes! 


Seeing these increasing dangers, various efforts are being made 
to take practical and realistic means of offsetting them. For as one 
bishop has written: “Polio is a dread disease. The precautions taken 
to prevent it are wise, and one would be foolish to disregard or make 
light of them. Similarly, immodesty and immorality can reach epi- 
demic proportions unless they are wisely and effectively stopped. The 
specific remedy that has been proposed is a crusade for modesty in 
our schools. It is our earnest hope that this movement will grow and 
extend everywhere its influence. The moral tone of our country is very 
low at present. But public taste can be elevated. This is our definite 
duty, if we are to ‘restore all things in Christ.’ Our youth, ‘to whom 
God gave tomorrow, must lead the way under the inspiration of our 
Virgin Mother.” 

During the past ten years, the Rev. Bernard Kunkel of Bartelso, 
Illinois, has been carrying on what seemed an almost hopeless fight 
against the immodest fashions of our day. Now at last his efforts are 
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succeeding perhaps even beyond his own expectations, and his “Purity 
Crusade for Mary Immaculate,” officially launched on December 8, 
1944, is receiving national recognition and co-operation. Together with 
his zealous co-workers, Father Kunkel has organized a definite plan 
of action which, if carried out, cannot but achieve gigantic results toward 
combating the wave of immorality sweeping our country. But to make 
it successful, it must be supported by all Catholics in all walks of life. 

Realizing that immodest fashions cannot be successfully combated 
unless there is something attractive to take their place, the “Crusaders 
for Mary Immaculate” have designed garments that are charming and 
attractive, and yet comply with all the standards of purity and modesty. 
Labeling them as “Marylike” gowns, they have found ready co-operation 
among various manufacturers and stores, who agreed to produce and 
sell them on being assured that there would be sufficient demand for 
them. In co-operation with this movement, the “S.D.S. Modesty Cru- 
sade” was launched in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1947, in order to stimulate 
a great enough demand for modest attractive clothing, so that the de- 
signers, manufacturers, buyers and retailers might be able to make 
such clothing available. The letters $.D.S. stand for “Supply a Demand 
for the Supply.” It remains now for Catholic girls and women to make 
this movement a success by buying and wearing the clothing thus of- 
fered. Parents, too, are urged to render such efforts effective by their 
active support. For, all too often, pastors and teachers who have devoted 
years to preaching and teaching modesty of dress and behavior, hear 
from the lips of young people: “My mother and father wanted me to 
go there,” or “Mother was with me when I bought it.” 

Our Holy Father has said time and again: “The great sin of our 
modern generation is that it has lost all sense of sin.” This is particu- 
larly true in regard to fashions. The enemy of all good knows only 
too well the power for evil that lurks in immodest fashions, and he is 
capitalizing it to the utmost. 

Here, then, is a crusade most worthy of support and propagation. 
It is a work of Catholic action of primary importance, and its far- 
reaching effects for good cannot be estimated. If, through this move- 
ment, a true “Marylike” sense of modesty can be restored, it will cer- 
tainly bring about a great change for the better in our American way 
of life. Then will Almighty God and our Blessed Mother shower count- 
less blessings on our nation: it will grow strong and free without fear. 


Literature on this subject may be obtained from: 


Rev. Bernard Kunkel, Bartelso, Illinois, and from 
S.D.S. Modesty Crusade, 506 S. Wabash Ave., Room 202, 
Chicago 5, Illinois. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


URING the Marian Year which ended last December, dear Little 
Lovers, you heard much about “devotion to Mary.” But some- 
times we can hear a word used often and be familiar with it, 
without really knowing what it means. If someone were to 

ask you: “Just what does devotion to Mary really mean?” what would 
you answer? Perhaps the best way would be to define the word “de- 
votion” itself. In the beginning, devotion meant to be,given up wholly 
to a thing or a person by a vow, and from this we get the more modern 
meaning of devotion, which is to honor and venerate some person or 
object in a special manner. Therefore “devotion to Mary” means the 
love and reverent affection we show her, who is the Mother of God and 
our own Mother, given to us by Jesus as He hung dying on the Cross. 

Our lovely “Queen of May” entrusted one saint in particular with 
the spreading of a true devotion to her; this saint was Louis Grignon 
de Montfort, who taught the simple secret of a sincere and ardent de- 
votion to Mary, to many souls. This secret in a few words is popularly 
expressed as: “To Jesus through Mary.” Jesus, our Savior, came to 
us through His Mother, Mary, and it is through her hands that He gives 
us all the graces we receive. Then what better way could we find to 
give ourselves to Jesus than through her? She knows Him best, and 
loves Him most and is our surest guide to His Heart. 

The practice of this devotion means that we offer ourselves wholly ; 
all that we are, all that we have, all that we love, all that we do, to Mary, 
that she may offer it to her Son. We make Mary our Queen and give 
her the right to do with us whatever she wishes, in order that in her 
own gracious and loving way she may bring us always closer to Jesus. 
The best time for making the offering of ourselves to Jesus through 
Mary is one of our Blessed Mother’s feasts. How fitting it would be 
for you to do this on the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
(May 13), the special Patroness of our dear Little Lovers! On that 
day we should receive Holy Communion, and try to spend the whole 
day in a spirit of loving union with Mary, giving the Queen of our 
hearts some special little tokens of our devotion to her—such as a really 
fervent saying of the Rosary; for the Hail Mary should be very dear 
to all who practice devotion to Mary. 

Then from this day on, we should try to live truly the devotion we 
have promised; try to make it a real part of our lives. We can do this 
by placing all our actions in Mary’s hands at the beginning of the day 
by our morning offering; then thinking of this offering from time to 
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time during the day. When at school or doing our homework, we can 
ask Mary, who is the “Seat of Wisdom,” to help us and grant us light. 
When at our various tasks, we can think of Mary at Nazareth and 
ask her to help us do the work so as to please her Son. At our meals, 
we can think of Mary, who prepared food for her Son, Jesus, and offer 
her some little acts of denial—taking more of what we do not like and 
less of what we do, for example. When playing with our friends, we can 
offer our fun to Mary, in honor of the joy she knew watching Jesus at 
play with His little friends when He was a boy at Nazareth, and we can try 
to be like her in seeing that no one is left out of the fun. Then when it is 
time to go to bed, we can do this, too, in union with Mary, by asking 
her to give our night prayers to Jesus, re- 
citing the acts of faith, hope and charity with 
her, begging her to help poor sinners, the 
dying and the souls in purgatory. It is an, 
old and lovely custom to say three Hail 
Marys every night for the grace of purity, 
adding an extra one just before falling 
asleep to ask Mary’s protection during the 
night. During the month of May, it is a 
special delight to those who love Mary, to 
have a small statue of her in the place of 
honor in the home, to keep flowers before 
it, and perhaps a little vigil light, and there 
to say prayers together: the family Rosary 
and the Litany in her honor. 

So, you see, dear Little Lovers, that this True Devotion to Mary 
is simple and easy to practice; it does not require hard work, or long, 
difficult prayers. All it asks is that we make Mary a real part of our 
lives, by giving her all our words and works, all our joys and sorrows, 
all our hopes and dreams, in a short, simple offering, which is made 
again and again throughout the day, as we go about our duties. If 
we do this we will soon find how happy it makes us, for we will be 
easily recognized as children of Mary, as belonging to her, and there 
will be no room for selfishness and self-will in our lives, which is the 
cause of most of our unhappiness. And Jesus, looking at us, will see 
not our own small selves, but only the smiling face of His Mother, 
who will tell Him: “This is my child, My Son, I am making him (or 
her) ready for You!” 





PRACTICE: Do three acts of kindness every day and offer them 
to Mary as roses for Jesus. 

ASPIRATION: During the month of May, make this consecration 
to Mary every morning and repeat it often during the day: Mary, I 
am all thine; help me to live just for Jesus today. 
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Patsy’s Tears 


[JD ENNIs Michael Gilfallon sighed and rose resignedly. “Please, 

Sister, may I go?” he asked; “they want me to take Patsy Ann 
home. She’s crying again.” Sister Mary Rose looked sympathetically 
after the sturdy red-headed figure trudging manfully down the hall to 
the Junior classroom, from which wails had been coming for several 
minutes, disturbing the peace of the usually quiet hall. Poor Dennis! 
And poor little Patsy Ann! What was the matter with the child? 
This must be the fourth or fifth time Dennis had had to leave in order 
to take his little sister home because she couldn’t stop crying. While 
teacher and classmates stood helplessly by, unable to comfort or quiet 
her, the tears just kept falling in floods. They had tried everything; 
but neither kindness, nor severity, nor even the Superior herself, could 
put an end to the heart-broken sobbing of the seven-year-old Patsy. 
Each time, Dennis had to be called to march her off home, and it was 
a severe trial to his thirteen years to have to walk along the street with 
the audibly sniffing and tear-stained Patsy Ann. 


Sister Mary Kathleen, in charge of the little ones, thought of what 
Mrs. Gilfallon had told her when registering Patsy for the first grade. 
“I hope you will be able to help her, Sister. Patsy Ann is quite a prob- 
lem for us all. You see she was very delicate as a baby and I’m afraid 
we spoiled her—the only girl with five big brothers. And now she is 
very timid, afraid of every shadow, and so shy she wants to hide every 
time someone comes to the house. She just can’t seem to grow out of 
it, or out of herself enough to realize that people won’t hurt her. It is 
a kind of selfishness, really; she won’t try or share with others... ” 
And the troubled mother had looked hopefully at the serene, under- 
standing face of Sister Mary Kathleen. 


But now it was the nun herself who was worried. They had not 
been successful with this youngest of the Gilfallons. How could they 
break through that shell of shyness and timidity which held her pris- 
oner? As if looking for guidance, her eyes wandered about the room 
and finally came to rest on a small white statue of the Blessed Virgin 
which stood on her desk. Someone had left a flower before it—prob- 
ably the first daisy of the summer. Alone in the classroom, she said 
aloud to the image: “What shall we do with Patsy Ann, Blessed Mother? 
Help us to help her. She is your child. Tell us what to do!” For a 
long time she sat in silence, then, all at once, began to smile. “The very 
thing,” she said happily, “and it was in our hands all the time!” 


The next day after class, she called Patsy Ann to her desk. The 
child’s pale little face was smudged with tears and there were more 
ready to spill over from the dark blue eyes. Sister Mary Kathleen 
drew her close to her side: “Patsy Ann,” she began, “do you know 
the secret of Mary?” “N-no, Sister,” the frightened fingers were twist- 
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ing a handkerchief restlessly. Then Sister Mary Kathleen explained 
the True Devotion to Mary, which Sister Mary Rose had already begun 
with the older classes. She told Patsy that it meant giving ourselves 
entirely to Mary with all that we have and are, giving ourselves so that 
we belong to God’s Mother and no longer to ourselves. “This means 
that we are never alone, Patsy Ann; we have given ourselves to Mary, 
and in return she watches over our every action and thought. She takes 
hold of our hand and never lets go. If she sees something that will 
hurt us, she protects us.” 


Patsy Ann was listening breathlessly. “You mean the Blessed 
Mother is right beside us, all the time?” “Yes, we consecrate our- 
selves to her and then every morning we tell her: ‘I am all yours, Mary, 
and you are mine; help me to live just for Jesus today.’ She just has 
to help us, then, Patsy Ann!” Patsy Ann took a deep breath and the 
drooping shoulders straightened: “Sister, I’m going to consecrate myself 
to Mary right now,” she said with real determination. “Then I’m 
going to ask her to help me be brave and not cry so much. Dennis 
gets so tired of taking me home; he says he’s ashamed to be seen on the 
street with a cry-baby like me!” As the little girl left, Sister Mary 
Kathleen turned to the statue: “Now, Blessed Mother,” she prayed, 
“it’s all up to you!” 


About two months later Patsy Ann and the teacher were alone 
again in the classroom. But this time it was a smiling, rosy-cheeked 
little girl who was talking eagerly. “Oh, Sister, I’m so glad you told 
me Mary’s secret. She’s with me every minute now, and I’m hardly 
ever afraid or a cry baby any more! It was sort of hard at first,” she 
added honestly, “I'd forget to offer something or get mean and selfish, 
and then there would be just me and not Mary. But as soon as I re- 
membered, it made all the difference. She did the hard things with me. 
When the tears would start coming I could just feel her helping me to 
be brave, or telling me to do something nice for somebody or help 
Mother instead. I like to meet people now, they’re all so kind. And 
Dennis says he’s proud of me!” Then with a quick hug for the sur- 
prised Sister Mary Kathleen, Patsy Ann was gone, running down the 
hall to join the laughing group who were waiting for her. 


Sister Mary Kathleen turned to the statue: “Blessed Mother, you 
deserve an orchid for this! But being a poor nun, I’ll just go to chapel 
this very minute and pray a Rosary in thanksgiving for Patsy Ann!” 

—<eeo— 


Send for our booklet, To Jesus THROUGH Mary, which tells all 


about this form of devotion and gives proper acts of Consecration to 


Mary. (17¢ a copy, including postage.) 
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(Continued from page 2) 


the “Beloved Disciple,” who is also one of the four Evangelists. A 
basilica has been erected in Rome at the spot where he was thrown into 
a vat of boiling oil, only to come forth unharmed. On the 7th, St. 
Stanislaus, Bishop, Martyr; 8th, the Apparition of St. Michael the Arch- 
angel who appeared in Italy during the sixth century, requesting the 
erection of a sanctuary for the honor of Almighty God. This date, 
the second Sunday of the month, is also Mother’s Day. Another of St. 
Dominic’s sons is honored on the 10th, St. Antoninus, Bishop, Confes- 
sor, whose great charity won for him the title, “Father of the Poor.” 

St. Nereus, Achilleus, Domitilla and Pancras, Martyrs, share honors 
on the 12th; St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop, Confessor and Doctor of 
the Church, a member of the Society of Jesus, 13th; St. Boniface, who 
underwent a most cruel martyrdom in the fourth century, claims our 
admiration on the 14th. On the 15th we have St. Ubaldus, Bishop; 
St. John Nepomucene, Martyr to the seal of confession and Patron of 
Bohemia; and St. Simon Stock, Confessor, of the Carmelite Order, 
who was privileged to receive the famous brown Scapular from the 
hands of Our Blesesd Lady. St. Paschal Baylon, Confessor, a lay brother 
of the Franciscan Order, receives honors on the 17th. This great lover 
of the Blessed Sacrament has been named Patron of Eucharistic Con- 
gresses and Confraternities. 

St. Pudentiana, Virgin, claims the 19th. St. Bernardine of Siena 
(20th), a Franciscan, obtained numerous conversions through his de- 
votion to the holy Name of Jesus. St. Romanus, the holy Abbot of the 
sixth century, who aided St. Benedict, shares honors with St. Rita of 
Cascia, Widow, on the 22d. The latter is well know for her assistance 
in need and has been named the “Advocate of the Impossible.” Another 
great Benedictine, St. Bede the Venerable, Confessor and Doctor of the 
Church, claims the 27th, with St. Augustine of Canterbury, Confessor 
and great Missionary of England, following on the 28th. On the 29th 
we pay tribute to St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, Virgin of the Carmelite 
Order, famed for extraordinary mystical graces, and whose body has 
been preserved incorrupt; on the 30th, the young French heroine, St. 
Joan of Arc, Virgin Martyr; and on the 3lst, St. Petronilla, Virgin of 
the early Church, who was converted by St. Peter and who in turn min- 
istered to him until the time of her death. 

Four founders and foundresses of religious orders, are honored 
this month: St. John Baptist dela Salle (15th), Founder of the Chris- 
tian Brothers, whose entire life was dedicated to the education of 
youth; St. Philip Neri (26th), Confessor and founder of the Congrega- 
tion of the Oratory. His great zeal for souls resulted in his being 
named “Apostle of Rome.” St. Madeline Sophie Barat (25th), Virgin, 
foundress of the Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the education 


of girls; and on the 29th, St. Angela Merici, Virgin, foundress of the. 


Order of Ursuline Nuns, also dedicated to education. 
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Mary 
Booklets 


Mary's 
Month 





Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of the Blessed 


Virgin Mary — A booklet to bring Mary into your daily life throughout 
the year with a continuous series of novenas and triduums, and through a 
perfect consecration to her. Many beautiful prayers. 128 pages. 25¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure — An inspiring booklet on the Rosary, a source 
of grace and comfort in spiritual and temporal joys and sorrows, and a 
powerful help in every need. Reflections on the prayers and mysteries. The 
Archconfraternity; Rosary novena. 15¢ 


Our Lady of Fatima — Mary’s apparition to the three shepherd-children of 
Fatima, one of the wonders of grace of our own age; her plea for devotion 
to the Rosary, and to her Immaculate Heart. Prayers and practices of de- 
votion; the Five First Saturdays. 15¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary — Let Mary help you to pre- 
pare for and make a good thanksgiving after Holy Communion. She will 
teach you as no one else can the graces and merits to be derived for yourself 
and those you love from each Holy Communion. She will lead you ever 
closer to the Heart of her Son. 15¢ 








For the Feasts of Pentecost and the Holy Trinity 
My Devotion to the Holy Spirit — The Third Person of the 
=--- Holy Trinity—the Holy Spirit—is the Spirit of Love, the 
, as Guiding Spirit who rules the world of souls, the Spirit who 





brings men to eternal happiness. Learn more of His works 
and wonders and how to honor Him, from this booklet, which 
includes prayers, litany and consecration in His honor. 15¢ 


Devotion to the Holy Trinity — The Mystery of the 
most Holy Trinity is the fundamental Mystery of our 
Faith. It is also a marvel of grace and glory to those 
who know how to venerate It properly. Learn more of 
this great Mystery from this booklet. 15¢ 
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